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the poll is merely the outlet for pus from abscessed tissue located at some distance from the opening and connected by a canal or fistula, through which the pus flows to the surface.
Cause
A fistula of the withers or poll is usually caused by bruises or injuries of some sort. Poll-evil might be brought on by the irritation of poorly fitted bridles or a blow on the back of the head from a beam, low doorway, or the butt of a whip or club. The original injury to the withers may have been caused by the chafing of an ill-fitting collar, a saddle placed too far forward, or by actual blows. In both poll-evil and fistulous withers the initial injury may have been a bruise which became infected, and the resulting abscess, instead of draining outward, first works down underneath into the heavily muscled part of the neck. This forms the canal or fistula and soon large amounts of pus accumulate in deep pockets in the muscles of the neck. When the inner reservoirs become filled with pus, the overflow escapes through the canal or fistula and passes out through the opening at the withers or poll.
Symptoms
The first indication of trouble is shown by sensitiveness in the region of the neck or poll. The animal may be jumpy and fight when the bridle or collar is adjusted, and soon a gentle animal develops exceedingly bad stable manners. Later, a distinct swelling may be noticed at the place affected. This is hot and painful and soon the swelling ruptures and pus is liberated. The discharge of pus is the first positive indication of a serious condition. The opening in the skin may appear to heal when some salve is used, but it soon breaks out again, discharges pus for awhile and closes again. Sometimes there may be more than one opening and one or two of these may discharge pus continuously.